
 

 

 

 

 
 

Date: July 13, 2020 

To: Knob Noster Public Schools Community 

From: Superintendent Jerrod Wheeler 

RE: Covid-19 Update – Johnson County Face Covering Order – Updated Guidance 

 

Dear Knob Noster Public Schools Community, 

I am writing to follow up on our recent memo regarding the Johnson County Face Covering Order.  The district reached out directly to 

the Johnson County Health Department to request further guidance regarding athletics and face coverings in general.  The following 

information was shared with us. 

“People should not wear cloth face coverings while engaged in activities that may cause the cloth face covering to become wet, like 

when swimming at the beach or pool. A wet face covering may make it difficult to breathe. For activities like swimming, it is 

particularly important to maintain physical distance from others when in the water.   

People who are engaged in high-intensity activities, like running, may not be able to wear a cloth face covering if it causes difficulty 

breathing. If unable to wear a cloth face covering, consider conducting the activity in a location with greater ventilation and air 

exchange (for instance, outdoors versus indoors) and where it is possible to maintain physical distance from others. 

Everyone is required to wear a face covering as is possible during these activities. If needing to remove face covering to continue 

high-intensity activities, try and social distance. When activity is complete, please continue to wear the face covering.” 

In accordance with this new, more descriptive information, students/staff will not be required to wear face coverings when engaged in 

high intensity activities associated with sports or other district activities if the face covering could cause difficulties breathing.   

In addition, students/staff will not be required to wear face coverings in activities that may cause the face covering to become wet.  

This includes the mask becoming wet from sweat.   

Students/staff are directed to wear masks “as is possible” during all school sanctioned activities in effect with the public health order 

until further guidance is received by the district on or before July 28. 

District staff have previously been instructed and will continue to maximize social distancing at all times “as is possible” and to also 

conduct activities outdoors or with maximum ventilation “as is possible.”   

Thank you for your understanding as we continue to navigate guidance provided to the district from multiple organizations. We will 

continue to put forth our best effort to relay guidance accurately, while also framing our decisions within the boundaries of common 

sense.  We remain dedicated to actions and decisions which are: (1) Practical, (2) Attainable, (3) Impactful, and (4) Reasonable in 

Scope. 

Thank you for your ongoing partnership. 

Very Respectfully, 

 

Jerrod H. Wheeler, Ed. D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
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